Frequently asked questions about the Russian Business
Leaders Virtual Program 2021 (RBL Virtual)
About the RBL VirtuaL 2021 program
Why is the “normal” RBL program becoming a “RBL Virtual program” in 2021?
In response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic situation, the U.S. State Department announced
a Global Level 3 Health Advisory, and considering the latest travel guides and travel restrictions,
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United States Department of State
effectively paused all in-person programs around the world. Many U.S. State Department-funded
programs have shifted to virtual and alternative programming modalities.
What components will the RBL Virtual have?
The RBL Virtual program will include:
12 week-long comprehensive entrepreneurship community learning course provided by
United States business experts and industry professionals (90-minute sessions once per
week, at Moscow evening time);
A consecutive four-week-long virtual fellowship with a U.S. mentor and company which
aligns with the fellows professional experience and business interests;
Opportunity to implement local entrepreneurship-focused projects locally or virtually with
support from American Councils.
Top 25% of participants who complete all the virtual program components satisfactorily will
have an opportunity to participate in an in-person program in 2022. The in-person program will
include site visits to successful business ventures, learning opportunities and interactions with
various business industry experts. Location and time for in person programming will be
determined at a later time and will be contingent on global travel safety policies.
RBL Russian Business Leaders Program
1828 L Street NW Suite 1200, Washington, DC 20036

Email: RBL@americancouncils.org
Website: https://russianbusinessleaders.org/

Q
O
12

How many fellows will be selected for the in-person component of the RBL
Virtual program?
Based on the results of the virtual entrepreneurship course and professional fellowship,
participants will be taking part in a video pitch competition. The winners of the competition - 10
participants (or a maximum of 25% of all finalists) will gain an in-person programming
opportunity focused on entrepreneurship and innovation (location and time will be determined
at a later time and will be contingent on global travel safety policies).
When is the virtual component of the program going to take place?
Virtual component of the program is tentatively scheduled to take place from the beginning of
September to the end of November 2021.
How many hours of time commitment are expected from participants?
Time commitment for the whole RBL Virtual program is approximately 40 hours.
Will I have an opportunity to interact with US colleagues while on the RBL
Virtual program?
Yes! You will have a chance to “meet” and work with various US professionals and business
experts as well as with your assigned mentor from a US host organization.
Will I become an official “alumnus” of the RBL program if I participate in the
RBL Virtual program?
Yes! You will become an official alumnus/alumna and will have access to all of the resources
available to USG alumni and specifically to RBL alumni.
Is there any chance to travel to the US on the RBL Virtual program?
In the event that travel restrictions are completely lifted and the epidemic situation will be
deeded 100% safe for both parties, then 10 winners of the video pitch competition might travel
to the US, but please note that we can’t guarantee that.
What are the goals of the Virtual RBL program?
To increase the capacity of Russian entrepreneurs, innovators, and business professionals
from diverse backgrounds, to grow their businesses and become influential leaders and
drivers of economic development and innovation.
To provide young business leaders with the skills, knowledge, and inspiration to foster
entrepreneurship, engage in new forms of innovation, strengthen leadership abilities,
stimulate economic growth and development in Russia, and establish productive ties with
American society
To further strengthen a dynamic, engaged, and resilient network of entrepreneurs,
innovators, and business leaders across Russia

Can I apply for the program if I live or work outside of Russia?
No, you cannot. Participants are supposed to be living and working in Russia.
Can I reapply if I already applied for RBL but wasn’t selected?
Yes, absolutely. We encourage all past applicants to reapply and try again!
Who is eligible to apply for the RBL Virtual program?
The RBL Virtual program is intended for specialists aged 22-35 working in the private sector (forprofit companies, business, entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship, social media, innovation,
regional economic development, and technology) and who are able to demonstrate leadership
in their field.
Can I apply if I’m currently working in the public sector (university,
government office etc)?
If this is your only occupation, then your chances of being selected are low. To be eligible for the
RBL Virtual program, one needs to be employed (even part-time) in the private sector.
Will I have any virtual fellowship placement in the US?
Yes, American Councils will match Fellows with worksites in the US. While Fellows may express a
preference early in the process for a particular type of site, please note that American Councils
has final say over all sites and Fellows may not choose their own sites. Fellows will be placed in
a variety of organizations (businesses or organization, institutions universities) that focus on
start-ups or entrepreneurship or building a business, so regardless of what particular background
Fellows have, they will be able to learn about starting/growing a business and see US best
business practices. We will assign a US mentor to groups of 2-3 Fellows.
Do I need to pay for the Virtual RBL program? What are the costs?
No, there are no required costs to Fellows.
Will there be an interview with semi-finalists?
Yes, there will be an interview in English via Skype/Zoom testing your motivation, English
speaking skills, and commitment to Virtual programming.
How are Fellows selected?
Fellows are selected through a competitive nationwide search that involves an extensive online
application and interviews in English.
Do I need to take the TOEFL exam?
No, you don’t.

What level of English proficiency is required for participation?
Strong upper-intermediate skills are a must. All fellows are expected to actively participate in
online and potentially later in-person activities that involve speaking, listening, writing, and
reading in English and won’t be provided with interpreters.
Can I apply if I’m younger than 22 or older than 35? Are there any
exceptions?
The age requirement is very strict so you can’t participate if you are not aged 22-35 at
the time of application.
Whom can I contact if I have questions about the program?
You can contact our RBL team at RBL@americancouncils.org You can email us in Russian or
English.
How can I follow the program’s news and updates?
You can follow us on Facebook by Liking Russian 4 and VKontakte:
https://vk.com/russianbusinessleaders

ABOUT THE APPLICATION
Where can I apply for the RBL program? Can I send my application by email?
You can apply for the program at www.RussianBusinessLeaders.org. This website will connect
you to the online application where you will need to create an account (username and
password). All emails you receive from the application website will be sent from
ais_accounts@americancouncils.org. Please add this email address to your address book/safe
list/approved senders list to help prevent messages from being blocked as spam or junk mail.
We do NOT accept applications sent by email.
What documents do I need to attach to my online application?
In addition to the online application, you must submit the following application materials to be
considered for this program:
Your resume or CV in English
A high-quality digital copy of your international or domestic passport.
A signed copy of the American Councils Privacy Policy Statement
A passport-style photo (this photo may be shared with your potential worksite)

Can I apply for the program if I don’t have a valid international passport?
Yes, you can. If you do not have an international passport, then please provide a high-quality
digital copy of your domestic passport.
Do I need to provide letters of reference? How do I submit them?
Your application must include one (1) letter of reference. Applications without reference letters
will not be considered. This letter must be submitted online. An eligible reference includes
colleagues, advisers, supervisors, and other professionals who are familiar with your
professional abilities. Applicants may not submit letters on their own behalf. In Section 5 of
your online application, please provide one (1) reference's name and email address. Press the
"Request Recommendation" button for your recommender to send the request by email. They
should receive the emails with a secure link to our confidential online reference form within
one hour. Confirm with your recommender that they received these email messages and can
access their online forms. Your reference must then use that link to complete and submit their
letters online. Be sure to inform your recommender to expect this email message. It will be sent
from "ais_accounts@americancouncils.org". Such emails are often misdirected to a spam or junk
mail box. Inform your recommender of this possibility.
My recommender doesn’t speak English. How can he/she fill out the online
reference form?
As an option, you can try to find someone who is able to provide a letter in English or have that
letter in Russian translated into English.
Do I need to complete my online application in one sitting?
It is not necessary to complete your online form in one sitting. To continue later, press the
"Save Changes" button that can be found at the bottom of any page, and then log out of the
system. You can then log in at any time thereafter until the form deadline to complete your
form. To save your work at any time, press the "Save Changes" button that can be found at the
bottom of any page. It is a good idea to regularly save your work while completing the form to
ensure that none of your work is lost in the event you lose your Internet connection, your
computer is accidentally shut down, etc.

Good Luck!
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